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    On December 9 and December 18,
peer leaders from Ridgedale Middle
School helped at the collect donations
at the Turtle Back Zoo during their 
 Holiday Light Spectacular 2022 Event. 
     They collected coats, food and toys.
Mrs. Krno and Mrs. Crumm were there
to help. “It was a great experience
knowing we would be helping out
somebody this holiday season,'' said
Nina Greenwald, a 6th grader.
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Why did you decide to volunteer? “I
volunteered because I had free time, which
seemed exciting and fun. Another reason I
did it was that it was for a good cause.”
Did you like helping out? “Yes! I had the
best time. It was extraordinary to see so
many people chip in and donate to the
cause.”
What did you think about it? “It was
amazing, fun, exciting. I totally recommend
it!

     6th grader, Allison Dolan answered a few
questions about her experience with volunteering
this past holiday season.

The whole event collected:
Toys = 3,623 toys for children      
Clothes = 248 bags of coats.        
Food =30,961 pounds (15.48 tons)
of non-perishable food 

PEER LEADERS GIVE BACK:
RMS AT TURTLE BACK ZOO!

Issue # 2

By: Julia Ho & Nina Greenwald
Staff Writer

RMS Volunteers Turtle Back Zoo
Photo credit:  Mrs. Krno

     The peer leader team is
encouraged to make our school a
better place, and at the same time,
they are also running the food drive
for the Turtle Back Zoo. The peer
leaders have taken time to make
candy grams and plan many other
things that not only help our school,
but help the community too. 
       On December 23, 2022, the peer
leaders handed out candy grams to
everyone's surprise. Some people
don't realize the change small things
can do, and this is why we can make
a big difference. Peer leaders have
tons of plans to make the world and
our school a better place. 
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NJHS Inductees Photo credit:  Mr. Steffner 

NJHS INDUCTON:
CELEBRATING 
EXCELLENCE!

    The National Junior Honor Society
induction was an exciting and nerve-racking
day for all of the soon-to-be NJHS members.
The induction was for anyone accepted into
NJHS to get a membership certificate and
officially be in the National Junior Honor
Society. The induction was held on December
7, 2022, and everyone looked forward to
receiving their certificates.

I think it would make a good first
impression on college and job applications,
as it would make you seem more
professional and prepared.

We spoke with NJHS member, Gabrielle
Valentino: 

What do you think the NJHS will help with
when you're older?

All the members fill out a digital form and share
information about voluntary activities like
babysitting, Florham Park Day Camp L.I.T.’s, and
charity events. We got the result in about a week or
so and were invited to the National Junior Honor
Society induction ceremony

What was the application process like?
 

What are some things the NJHS will be doing later in
the year?

You have to attend the meetings and fill
out the attendance forms/check in’s. In
order to stay in the group, you need to
stay proactive. If you skip too many
meetings you could get removed

We haven't confirmed much yet, but we have
some students running for officer positions,
and we may start working with the student
council.

What are some commitments to the NJHS?

By: Brielle Cicchino
Staff Writer

FPEF: GRANTS FOR CHANGE
By: Fiona Seubert
Staff Writer

      The Florham Park Education
Foundation (FPEF) is a non-profit
organization. It is a volunteer
organization, fully funded through
donations, and this group's goal is
to strengthen our town's schools’
education. Some things the FPEF
does are raising money for the
schools, partnering with the
administration, and helping families
in the community care program. 

     The main thing the FPEF does
to help the schools is raise money
for teacher grants. To add on,
teachers can apply for grants.
Grants are something that the
teachers may need and will help
with the students’ learning by
making it more fun. 

      Some of the recent grants include
a calming corner in Brooklake
(awarded to Mrs. Munzer), a
playground communication board in
Briarwood (awarded to Mrs.
Nowacki), 34 multicultural books in
Brooklake (awarded to Mrs. Zieja),
makerspace in Briarwood (awarded to
all staff) , a digital piano in Ridgedale
(awarded to Mr. Leone), and
electronic scales in Ridgedale
(awarded to Mrs. Russo). There are
many more grants this foundation has
given. 

     The president of FPEF is Alexis
Seubet. The vice president is Nicole
Takla. There are many more that
make up this group, but they all have
one goal, to make our educational
system better than ever!

     Every year at RMS, there is an
8th Grade Dance. This event takes
place at 16 Eagle Rock Ave, East
Hanover at the Hanover Manor. It’s
their first school dance to come
with a group of friends or a date. 
 According to Sabas Vega, “I’m
excited for the dance. I think it will
be a great way to end my last year
at RMS.” In addition, our 8th
Graders have done so much to help
make this happen along with the
PTA. For instance, they’ve done
bake sales, donut days, bracelet 

    Bella Rossi states, “My favorite
was the thanksgiving turkey roast.
You place a cardboard turkey in
someone’s lawn and they pay
money to get it removed. All of the
money that they paid goes to the
dance!”

     Matene Royan added, “Many of
the 8th graders have done bracelet
selling and also have helped with
bake sales.” There’s so much that
goes into the dance that the 8th
graders and PTA have thought of.
For example, 8th graders were sent
an email to vote for a theme/what
they want the theme to be. The
choices were city, beach, and
country. 
    Tommy Cannizzo says, “I think
the theme is gonna be beach/shore.”
Sofia  Bumazhnaya states, “I think
the city is gonna win, a lot of people
were saying they voted for the city
as well.”  This was a very popular
answer by the 8th graders, though
many are curious and wondering
what it’s going to be.  

8TH GRADE GETS READY TO
DANCE

By: Zara Royan & Rhea Thakar
Staff Writer



    The F.E.R. club is always open to new
members and ideas, so if you want to join the
F.E.R. club, contact Mrs. Martino and even if it’s
too late to join this year, try joining next year and
spend this year planning your project! You could
get a head start!
     
     “What I love about F.E.R. is the freedom to do
science experiments I care about without feeling
pressured to get a good grade,” says Allison
Dolan, who has been in the club since 5th grade.
Last year, she won second place and got second
place out of three schools who entered the
program and got $100.00 as a reward. If you get
in the top three or in honorable mentions, you’ll
win a certain amount of money! The top amount
of money you can get is $250.00.
    
     Some project ideas if you want to join the club
could be experimenting with weather, physics,
chemistry, space travel, diets, botany, or really
anything else! In conclusion, if you join the F.E.R.
club, you will have endless possibilities for a fun
science project, an opportunity to work with
professionals, and a chance to win $250.00. Also,
you’ll be able to meet other people who share a
passion for science. 
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     Calling all scientists! There is a club at
Ridgedale Middle School that can spark
your inner researcher! This club, run by
Mrs. Martino, is called the Fair for
Emerging Researchers, or F.E.R. for short.
Every Tuesday after school, either online or
in person, members of the club meet to
discuss their individually hand-picked
science projects with videos made by
“undergraduate student mentors,” according
to sciencefer.org/fer. 

     This is Mrs. Martino’s first year running
the club, but she’s been “doing science fairs
since 2015.” Throughout those years, she’s
seen some pretty cool projects! “There was
one where we were practicing with what a
cell membrane looks like and we used
bubbles/detergent and some straws in the
shape of our choice to create the cell
membrane in between. 

“What I love about
F.E.R. is the

freedom to do
science

experiments I care
about without

feeling pressured
to get a good

grade”
When we passed our hand through, it
didn’t break the bubble.”

    I think people should join because you
get to experiment at a leisure pace. You
don’t have to worry about a grade or a
deadline. You just get to have fun because
it’s a club, not a class. Also, we’re
experimenting with some things you
wouldn’t get to in class,” Mrs. Martino
says. 

YOUNG SCIENTIST ASSEMBLE
By: Cathryn Elefante
Staff Writer

How to Spend a Snow day
Survey by: Vienna Ferrigno & Khloe Dougherty

"I picked these because I love
playing in the snow, but I love
staying at home watching a
movie with my family drinking
warm beverages more."
"Skiing: I love to Ski and I Ski
with my family so I spend time
with them and also I love
drinking Hot Cocoa when it is
cold."
"Because they are activities
that you can spend time with
your family and friends, and
they all tie in together."
"I love to spend time with my
family by building a snowman
and afterwards sitting on our
couch and watching a movie
with a cup of hot chocolate."

RMS RESPONDS!



RMS student wrestling 
Photo credit: Mr. Lenox

      The wrestling season has started here at RMS,
with Mr. Lenox taking on the coaching duties. He
is excited about the new season and shared some
of his thoughts with the Paw Print. 
     According to Mr. Lenox, the RMS wrestling
coach, wrestling is one of his favorite sports. “I
enjoy coaching wrestling because it can teach
young adults skills they need to succeed in life,
not just on the mat. Wrestling is a very individual
sport, and athletes must practice responsibility,
self-discipline, and accountability. I enjoy
teaching these skills to young adults so that they
can persevere later on in life.” 
     Mr. Lenox says he has coached RMS
wrestling for three years, including this year. Mr.
Lenox says, “My least favorite part about
coaching wrestling is the injuries. Wrestling is a
contact sport, and it can be dangerous at times.”

Wrestling
By: Samantha Hunter
Staff Writer

 "I enjoy teaching
these skills to

young adults so
that they can

persevere later on
in life.”
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      “I expect the wrestling team to grow as
a team. We have a lot of young wrestlers
that will be joining the team in the next few
years, and so I hope the current team can
mature as a team to lead our incoming
wrestlers in a positive way.” Mr. Lenox
shows that with wrestling, you could have
fun and learn life skills at the same time.
He encourages more people to be
interested. If you think you're interested in
wrestling, sign up for next year at RMS!

Boys Basketball: Interview with the coach
By: Naiim Neil & Matteo Piano 
Staff Writer

 “It was fun, frantic, and
enjoyable, everyone was
excited, and it's just a great
environment..” 

“No improvements really, just a
continued passion to play hard
everyday.” 

      Basketball is very exciting, and
The Paw Print asked Coach Ring to
talk about the season.  This is what
he had to say:  

How would you describe this season
in three words?

What improvements would you like
to see from the players?

“It’s 4-3.” 

 ”Their ability to work hard,
shooting consistency, and
percentage.” 

Who’s in the starting lineup? 

 ”To put players in the best
situation possible so everyone
succeeds”.

What is the current record? 

What are the team's strengths and
weaknesses?

”It varies depending on injury, there's
no set starters because many are
playing through injuries, and
difficulties.”

How would you describe your job as a
coach?

RMS Boy Basketball Team
Photo credit: Mr. Putignano  



By: Braden Edelle 
Staff Writer

     The RMS girls basketball team, the Panthers,
have put their best effort forward and have worked
hard all season. They had? Wins, ? losses, and 0
ties. As you can tell, they have had an amazing
season! Mr. McParland, the girl's basketball coach,
has been very impressed with how the team started
the season. He still thinks that they have a lot of
work to do as a team. He says, “The offense needs
to be more consistent in their approach to passing
and bringing the ball up the court, and the defense
needs to start turning turnovers into points.” Mr.
McP has played basketball all his life and has
coached the RMS girl's basketball team for 18
years. Mr. McP says, “The players work on
dribbling, passing, shooting, game preparation,
plays, defense, and game situations every day in
practice.

   For the players to really get strong, they need to
give 100% in practice and put in additional work
on their own.” He says that the team’s biggest
weakness is dribbling with their left hand. He
thinks that if they can master that, their game will
really improve. 

By: Analisa Cannizzo 
Staff Writer
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    The boys volleyball team is looking
to start strong. This is the first year that
there is a volleyball team, and they seek
a championship. There will be 20 spots
on the team, and they will be hard
earned. Tryouts will be on February 1
and February 3. The coach, Mr.Ring, is
very optimistic about this year's
volleyball season. Mr. Ring said, “I
expect the team to learn a lot, and have
fun competing against other schools for
the first time.” The registration is open
on Genesis from January 2- January 20. 
 

8th grader, Joanie Mannion, says,
“Basketball is my favorite sport! Don't
know what I would do without it.” Joanie
thinks that she has done pretty well this
season and has been getting a lot better at
defense. She has not been afraid to take a
shot when she has the chance. 

7th grader, Taylor Martin, says, “I find
basketball as a hobby to me because I am
busy with other sports so when I have time
I can do basketball.” Taylor plays
basketball for the CYO team outside of
school as well. 

7th grader, Makayla Ferraro, says, “ I have
been playing my whole life and I really
enjoy the sport.” Makayla thinks that she
could definitely work more on switching to
her left hand. She puts a ton of effort into
the sport and she practices a lot
6th grader, Isabella Frank, says, “I tried out
because I love basketball, and I think it
would be a good goal & achievement to
focus on.” Basketball is Isabella’s favorite
sport and she likes to play competitively
and as a hobby. 

 Here are some of the things that the girls had to
say about the season. 

Volleyball Highlights

     The RMS volleyball season is coming
up and team tryouts are this month on
February 1 and 2. Since Mrs. Russo is
still out, Mr. McParland will be coaching
the girls team. 
     To try out, there are a few
requirements. There’s a very competitive
schedule, and the team will be playing
games and practicing every day of the
season. You must know how to bump,
set, and spike. Hand-eye coordination,
agility, and jumping skills are also
crucial. It’s a big commitment, and you
are expected to make it to every practice
and game.

By: Gabrielle Valentino
Staff Writer 1. How are you prepping for tryouts?

Amelia - I have been practicing volleyball.
Gauryanshi - I’m learning all the rules and
practicing serving and setting.

2. What are you looking forward to?
Amelia - I’m looking forward to playing
my favorite sport.
Gauryanshi - I’m looking forward to
possibly making the team

3. What are you nervous about?
Amelia - I am nervous that I won’t play
well during the tryouts or that I will forget
everything I know all of a sudden.
Gauryanshi - The quiz on basics (if there is
one)

Girls Basketball

RMS Girls Basketball Team
Photo credit: Mr. Putignano & Mr. McParland



      The botanical club is planting,
repotting, and making plans for their
garden! They have big plans for a
vegetable garden. They will be
growing corn, watermelon, cucumber,
tomatoes, and winter squash. That
sounds like it will be a really good
garden! These plans will be in spring. 

   In spring, be ready for anything! In
fact, they have a small greenhouse, and
they tested it to see if they could grow
plants in it. They voted on what plant
will test the greenhouse, and the winner
was the cucumber. Soon, they will be
ready. Then, they are going to use the
greenhouse to grow flowers for
Teacher Appreciation Week.

BOWLING CLUB

     In the winter, Ridgedale Middle
School runs a bowling club which is run
by Mrs. Esteves and Mrs. Kentner. From
January to March, the bowling club
meets every Wednesday at Hanover
Lanes in East Hanover. Bowling is
offered to all grades, and anyone can
join. Bowling is a fun way to spend time
with your friends and socialize. I asked
Mrs. Esteves some questions about
bowling, and this is what she answered.

BOTTANY CLUB

Feb 2023 Issue # 2

By: Nina Greenwald
Staff Writer

Why do you enjoy bowling? “Anyone
can do it and it's a fun way to spend
time with your friends.”

Have you had prior experience with
running a bowling club? “Nope, it is
my first year.”

What are you most excited for this
bowling season?  “Watching the
students have fun and socialize with
each other.”

What are you least excited about?
“Gutterballs.”

By: Alex Denisenko
Staff Writer       In fact, not long ago, all the club

members were repotting Mrs. Barta’s old
plants. One of them was really special to
Mrs. Barta. Unfortunately, the plant was
left in the cold by accident. 

     Therefore, everybody from the club
pulled out the plants with the roots and
repotted the plants, hoping for it to
survive the frostbite.”The club is really
nice,” said Mrs. Barta.

TECH UPDATE
By: Aryan Agrawal
Staff Writer

     In Tech Club, we’ve been working on a solar-
powered car. Basically, we make this car with spare
wood, an engine, and of course a solar panel. We use
our creativity to make the car. We also make a video
with a script that fits the design of our car. For
example, we are making a Mario Kart bullet, so our
script could be about winning a race or many other
things like that.
      The car needs to be finished sometime around
March or April. After that, we send our videos to the
Junior Solar Sprints. Junior Solar Sprints is a
committee that holds the race and decides on who
would compete. Junior Solar Sprints will choose a
few select winners to compete in a race in New
Providence. Our goal is to be selected for this race.

Original Art by: Anna Filipp



SKI CLUB

      The ski club is a big hit this year! The
club is offered to all grades, and all 90 spots
were filled within 48 hours. Then, they added
10 more additional spots, and those were
filled very quickly! The Panthers will be
heading to Camelback Resort on Thursdays.
The club leaves RMS at 2:45 and will arrive
back at 9:20. 
     The ski club is a chance for everyone to
ski, and no tryouts are needed! Anyone can
ski, beginner or expert! The resort even offers
lessons! The ski club is a great way to get
some winter spirit going! Skiing is a great
sport; you can even spend time smiling and
having fun with friends! 
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By: Kimaya Kamdar and Ella Heinold
Staff Writer

I enjoy many different sports depending
on the season, but skiing is my favorite
winter sport. 

I love giving back to the school
community and enjoy seeing the kids
having a great time in the RMS ski
program. 

I have been skiing since the age of 7. I
have traveled to a variety of different
states such as Pennsylvania, New York,
Connecticut, Vermont, and Colorado to
ski.

     We interviewed Ms. Krno, the Ski Club
Adviser, and here is what she said about
skiing!

Is skiing your favorite sport? 

 Why do you coach Ski Club? 

Have you been skiing before? 

I enjoy the scenery and breathing in the
fresh air. I like setting goals for myself,
such as the level of difficulty of a slope
and mastering it.   

Walking around in ski boots :)

What is your favorite part of skiing?

What is your least favorite part of Skiing? 

How to plan out your New Year's resolution:
Plan a resolution that you may want to challenge
yourself with next year
Make some goals for your resolution that you can
reach during the new year.
Think about how you can keep up with this goal
and what you’ll do to maintain consistency.

Cate Elefante - “I love
getting to stay home
and watch the ball drop
in New York from my
TV with my family. My
New Year's resolution is
to learn how to cook. I
will maintain it by
taking a cooking class.”

Joanie Mannion: ”My New
Year’s resolution is to be
more productive and
organized, how I am going
to accomplish this by
taking the extra second to
clean up a mess, and if I'm
doing homework give
myself a break so that I
have a chance to restart
and go back in with a
fresher mindset.”

Stella Alvarez: “My
favorite part of the new
year is the fresh new
start. My New Year’s
Resolution is to practice
drawing more. I will do
that by practicing at
least 3 times a week.”

Caroline Oriala (7th
Grader): “ My New
Year’s resolution is to
get better at tennis. I
plan to keep this up by
keeping my game
consistent and getting
more powerful strokes

Spread  by: Sophia Fritts & Devina Chatterjee



I love to ski. I have been helicopter
skiing three times. I love playing
with my girls in the snow.

Skiing and being outside in the
snow.

Every day, I have the ability to make
a positive impact on the students and
staff.

What is your favorite thing to do in the
snow?

What is your favorite winter activity?

Why do you like being a principal at
RMS?
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GETTING TO KNOW MR. STEFFNER
 By: Ella Heinold 

Staff Writer

RMS Principal, Mr. Steffner
Photo Credit: Stephanie Rahe

I love the snow because it means
we don't have school. I also love
the after-effects of the snow,
watching tv, sitting by the fire, and
being lazy.

Not particularly. Sometimes my
kids play with other kids their age.

Vail, Colorado or Vermont 

Do you like snow? Why or why not?

Do you have any traditions with family
or friends during snow days?

Where do you go skiing?

 Teacher Highlights 
Spending time with family, especially those I don’t see
often.

It is nice to have some time off from school to spend
time with friends & family.

I don’t enjoy holiday music AT ALL.

Favorite holiday: Thanksgiving, because I can spend
time with friends & family without the pressure of
finding good gifts that people like.
Favorite season: Summer because of the heat and getting
to travel.

 What do the holidays mean to you?

What do the holidays look like for you?

What is your favorite holiday-related music?

What is your favorite holiday/ season, and why?

Get to know your RMS
teachers! For this issue,

Paw Print asked our
wonderful teachers their

take on the holidays  

MR. FOSTER
ELA/DEAN

 “We bake cookies at home, and we go to the
Turtle Back Zoo every year. We also do events
such as going to the water park or watching the
Christmas lights.”

 “Getting together with family and doing
traditions for Christmas that we do every year
while eating some delicious food!”

 “In the beginning of December, we set the tree.
We used to make ornaments for Girl Scouts, but
now my kids are older.

“Immediate family members. I hang out with my
family and my husband.”

What are your favorite holiday activities you do with
your family or with your students?

What do the holidays mean to you?

What do the holidays look like for you

Who are you spending the holidays with?

MRS.ESTEVES
SCIENCE

Photo Credits: Stephanie Rahe

All profiles by:  Jordyn Stevens & Stella Alvarez
Staff Writer



One of the activities I did was that my class would pick
someone/something to write Christmas letters about. This
year, there will be a holiday web quest.

Christmas is my favorite holiday because it’s when my
daughter was born.

Time to spend with family and friends, time to be
thankful.

Do you plan on doing any activities with your class for the
holidays?

What are your favorite holiday activities you do with your
family or with your students?

What do the holidays mean to you?

MRS. COUTO
WORLD LANGUAGE
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Photo Credit: Stephanie Rahe

Photo Credits: Stephanie
Rahe

“Friends and family.”

“Season is summer, holiday is Christmas. I love the heat,
but I also love all the traditions. 

“Bing Crosby for his Christmas music.”

“It definitely means celebrating with close family and
friends but also about Jesus and religious beliefs. I always
attended church back before COVID.”
“I bake with my mom and have parties with friends and
family. Usually I am spending time with my family, but I
also like to give myself some self care and go out from time
to time.”

Who are you spending the holidays with?

What is your favorite part of winter break that you do every
year?

What is your favorite holiday-related music?

What do the holidays mean to you? What do the holidays look
like for you?

MRS.COCHARIO
WORLD

LANGUAGE

“I don't plan to do much for my students for this holiday.
Maybe holiday packet but that's it.”
“I love to see my family during the holidays since I don't see
them as much.”

“It has to be Christmas because you get to enjoy your family.”
“Just hang with family.”

“All the Christmas songs!”

The holidays mean that you get to gather around with family
and catch up with one another. It looks like a lot of food,
family, and fun.”

Do you plan on doing any activities for your class for the
holidays?What are your favorite holiday activities you do with
your family or with your students?

What is your favorite holiday/ season and why? What is your
favorite part of winter break that you do every year?

What is your favorite holiday-related music?

What do the holidays mean to you? What does the holidays look
like for you?

MRS.EVELAND
MATH

My family & loved ones.

My favorite holiday is Easter because it’s in spring, and it’s a
time for new beginnings.

Christmas music

Crazy & fun with lots of family. It's time for reflection and to
appreciate what you have.

Who are you spending the holidays with?

What is your favorite holiday/ season and why?

What is your favorite holiday-related music?

What do the holidays mean to you?

MRS. POWERS
PHYSICAL EDUCATION



Developer: EA Sports
Publisher: EA
Released: September 30, 2022
Price: $59.99 for the standard edition, $99.99 for Ultimate
Edition
Review Score: 9.1 out of 10

     Fifa has still improved from Fifa 22, but it still isn’t that
exciting of a game. Also, it is very glitchy which doesn’t help the
smoothness and purity of the game. In addition, the game is very
“pay to win.” 
    
You can be playing for months and still get beat by a new player
just because they bought more than you.
Platforms: PlayStation 5, Xbox Series X/S, Nintendo Switch, PC,
and Google Stadia (PS5 Version Reviewed, code provided by EA)
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FIFA 23 REVIEW
By: Naiim Neil
Staff Writer

     FIFA is a great company, but we aren’t talking about them; we're
talking about the game. Fifa 23 is an incredible soccer game that allows
you to really experience what it’s like to be on the field, fighting for your
team to win. But it’s not just soccer games; there’s much more.
     
     The game allows you to play against people we may never see in our
lifetime. You can pick a team, start the game and suddenly, you're
entered into a whole new world. The graphics are magnificent; they
allow you to see everything in 4k. It allows you to do a multitude of
different dribble moves, like low dribbles, speed dribble, change-of-pace
dribble, etc.
      
     Also there are different game modes: ultimate team, world cup,
regular match, and training. I spoke to some people and ultimate mode
was their favorite. According to Braden Edelle, “You get to build your
own superteam, the matches are competitive because you're going
against talented players like yourself. The hard thing is to get better. You
get players from opening packs and these packs are bought by coins. So
unless you buy coins you may have to grind for coins, equaling good
players.”

        In dress rehearsals, we were in a pickle to get
things done before the show. Cate Elefante acted as
Goldie, the step-sister of Cinderella, Joan Mannion.
She enjoyed her time in the rehearsals. “I actually
really enjoyed it with Secret Pals.” 
 Secret Pals is an activity we enjoyed during tech
week. It made the week a little less stressful. Sonia
Ouksili said, “Dress rehearsals were fun and
exciting. I loved seeing all of us in costume! I’m
happy that I joined the play!” Joining theatre has a
great impact on people’s lives by giving them the
opportunity to make new friends. 
       A couple of our favorite scenes are scenes like
“Emerald.” Cate sang, “Curtain up! Light the
lights,” and then Joan cut her off to tell her to focus.
A couple of funny scenes that we enjoyed as well
are scenes like “The Palace”, when Joan had been
cleaning, but Matt, who plays Prince Charming had
told her to hand over the Windex. We all thought it
was hilarious as Joan handed over her cleaning
equipment in agony. 

By: Sonia Ouksili
Staff Writer

      What we loved the most was making
new friends. Analisa Cannizzo said, “I
probably would’ve not even known half the
people in theatre!” She’s right! Joining
theatre can help you make tons of new
friends and even help face stage fright! So,
to anyone reading, please do join, especially
if you are a boy. The only boys are in 8th
grade and soon will be moving on to high
school. So, do not be scared that maybe
people might make fun of you, be you. 
     
   In the end, everyone loved running around
with costumes.  We all loved all the laughs
and games that we had done together. 

FALL PLAY: DRESS REHEARSAL

Photo Credit: Sonia Ouksili
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ORANGE IS THE NEW GLASS: REVIEWS &
REACTIONS!

By: Fiona Seubert & Sophia Caccavelli
Staff Writer       This year's fall play was “Orange is the

New Glass.” In this play, different fairytale
characters became troublemakers and were
sent to prison. All of the characters worked
together to escape jail and fulfill their happily
ever afters! 

     Overall, this play was exquisite! It was
clear that the students put in a tremendous
amount of effort. The production directors,
Ms. Harris and Mr. Defazio, worked tirelessly
to make this play entertaining and incredible
overall! 

We asked some people about the play: Straight from the RMS AuditoriumStraight from the RMS AuditoriumStraight from the RMS Auditorium

Laughing at every rehearsal.

The whole play.

 A great ensemble show; everyone stood out in their own
way.

The voting scene because it was funny and entertaining.

Seeing how everything came together.

Opening scene.

You can tell that they put in an incredible amount of work
and worked as a team.

Ms. Harris:
What was the highlight of being a big help with this
production?

What was the most fun scene to create and rehearse?

Mr. Mannion:
What is your feedback on the play?

Francesca Devane:
What was one of your favorite scenes?

Matt Valenti:
What was your highlight of this experience?

What was your favorite scene?

Dr. Cap:
Could you give me some feedback on the play?Photo Credits: Yearbook Club & Ms. Bulleit
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WINTER CONCERT RETURNS TO THE BRAND NEW
RMS AUDITORIUM

By: Gauryanshi Saini
Staff Writer

      The winter concert was amazing. The
chorus’s performances were great. We asked
Mrs. Lynch some questions about her
experience of her first RMS winter concert.
We asked her about the progression of the
chorus students, to which she answered,
“Our students are doing an excellent job!

     It's especially impressive, considering we
started learning our music at the end of
October, and on average, most students only
have one period of the chorus a week. To be
able to put a concert together in that short
amount of time is remarkable,” said Mrs.
Lynch. 

     Since this is Mrs. Lynch’s first RMS
concert, we decided to ask how she feels
about the RMS chorus and the teaching
experience. “I am so excited to show
everyone how hard our students have been
working! I am also excited to be able to
meet more families and community
members at the concert as well,” said Mrs.
Lynch, “I wake up happy to come to school
on days I have the chorus.
 

       Our students are hardworking,
funny, and kind. I'm looking forward to
having such a great group of people
helping me pick what we do for the
second half of the year.” The band and
strings put on such a great performance,
as always. We asked some of the
students performing their thoughts
about the winter concert.

 “The transition from the band room to
the auditorium was difficult because
there was a big difference in sound and
space, but it did feel more comfortable
because we had one to two dress
rehearsals in the auditorium,” says
Isabella Vicari in 7th grade. 

     Even though it was a lot of work to
prepare, Stephanie Rahe, a 7th grader,
said, “The concert was really good.”
The concert was amazing, and the
performance from the band, strings, and
chorus was great. This was an amazing
experience for all the students who
participated.

“I wake up happy to
come to school on

days I have the
chorus. Our students

are hardworking,
funny, and kind. I'm
looking forward to
having such a great
group of people help
me pick what we do

for the second half of
the year.” 

Photo Credits: Yearbook Club & Ms. Bulleit



After school clubs

Reminders

Everyday in art club we get to do a new activity!
Like water colors, clay, etc. Which doesn't make art
club boring because there is so much you could do
in one class period. By the end of the club you are
able to take your project home.

-Morgan Campbell, Grade 7

Because I love to ski and play volleyball. I also love
to watch the other sports that my friends play after
school

-Danielle Alhert, Grade 6

Because I like the creativity and funniness in the
yearbook club. Everyone's ideas are accepted and
it is a club that everyone will be able to look at an
admire when people order their yearbooks.

-Melanie Jerimiah, Grade 7

Because I like learning about the past/history

--Matene Royan, Grade 8
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Survey by:  Giuliana DiRienzo 
Staff Writer



WOULD YOU RATHER?WOULD YOU RATHER?
Issue # 2Feb 2023
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Staff Writer



Feb 2023 Issue # 2

By:Allison Dolan
Staff Writer

NEW JERSEY & ENVIROMENT
      Climate change is affecting everyone,
including New Jersey. According to the Rutgers
New Jersey Climate Change Resource Center
website, “Residents of the Garden State are
experiencing heavier rains, warmer temperatures,
and more coastal flooding, and scientists expect
these trends to continue through this century”.
This means that in the future, there will be more
extravagant weather. 

     Another thing New Jersey and everywhere
else is experiencing is a shorter winter. Due to
the higher temperatures, we suspect to have a
warmer winter, which means we will feel the
higher temperature sooner. A writer from
Climate Reality Project said, “Climate Central
reports that winters across the contiguous US
have warmed by an average of nearing 3 degrees
Fahrenheit over the last half-century. And
northern states are seeing an even larger impact
with over 5 degrees Fahrenheit of an average
winter warming in Alaska, Minnesota, Vermont,
and Wisconsin”. However, this does not mean
that there will be no cold weather. The article
said there will still be cold snaps and extravagant
rain/snowfall, although the temperatures will
increase. 

       To add on, a writer from
climatecentral.org said, “Winter is warming
everywhere: Winters have warmed in 97%
of 238 U.S. locations since 1970. Winter is
warming fast: Winter was the fastest
warming season for 75% of these locations.
About 80% of locations now have at least
seven more winter days above normal than
in 1970. In our warming world, the coldest
days aren’t as cold, and cold snaps are
shrinking. Warming winters affect public
health, water supplies, agriculture, and
recreation." This means climate change is a
big problem that we have to deal with to get
better. We can fix this by lowering the
carbon emissions around us. 

       In conclusion, climate change is
influencing New Jersey’s temperature and
climate is rising and changing. This is a big
problem and everyone is affected. So what
does this mean for Ridgedale Middle
School? It means that our home is changing
and not in a good way, so try to be more
carbon conscious!

Summarized from: 
EPA.gov & Climagecenteral.org

WELCOME HOME, SATELLITE!
     On January 8, 2023, a
defunct NASA satellite
came back to Earth. The
satellite, known as ERBS,
launched in 1984 from
Space Shuttle Challenger.
“Data from ERBS gave the
researchers information
about how Earth absorbed
and radiated energy from
the Sun,” according to
CNN.

By: Olivier Asselin
Staff Writer

Summarized from: 
NASA & CNN

     The satellite was able to
operate for 21 years longer
than what NASA expected.
"A piece of equipment on
ERBS confirmed that the
ozone layer was declining on
a global scale,” according to
NASA.

Original Art: Caroline Oriala

https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-matters/2022-winter-package
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      On Sunday, December 18, Argentina
won the Qatar 2022 World Cup. It was the
highest-scoring World Cup in the history of
soccer. Some celebrities have even got on
the news because of it. For example, rapper
Drake lost $1 million dollars betting on
Argentina to win. This may seem confusing,
but since the score was tied at 3-3 at the end
of the game, technically, no one won
because there was extra time. A similar
situation happened when he bet $2 million
on the losing fighter in a UFC match barely
1 month ago. 

All articles by: Azman Farooqui
 Staff Writer

Summarized from: 
 FoxNews, Twitter, & UFV 

    LeBron James also made a Twitter post
with a video to hype up the World Cup.
The video was captioned: “Two of the
greatest ever!! Let’s go⚽ .” The problem
was that the World Cup had already begun
when he posted it. In fact, it was an hour
and 5 minutes in. He got lots of sarcastic
responses. Dan Const, an Australian
podcaster responded: “Are you watching
on delay or…” All the other replies were
making fun of LeBron for his poor timing.
This just goes to show how big of an
impact the World Cup made. 

World Cup
Drama

     The United Arab Emirates had a
very interesting New Year’s
celebration. In fact, it was so
interesting that it earned a spot in the
Guinness Book of World Records.
The Emirate of Ras Al Khaimah had
670+ drones programmed to spell
multiple sentences in mid-air. The
celebration also had an amazing
firework display and took up about 3
miles of space. It had a height of
about 3600 feet. 
    To put that in perspective, that’s
more than 600 feet higher than the
tallest building in the world, the Burj
Khalifa. The celebration lasted for 12
minutes. There were 2 world records
that the celebration broke: the first
being the highest number of drones
being operated at the same time with
a firework display, the second being
the largest sentence made by drones
in mid-air. 

UAE celebrates with drones
      The Taliban is a terrorist group
based in Afghanistan. They regained
their power in 2021. Recently, they
used a water cannon to repel a group
of about 150 women protesting in the
streets of Herat, Afghanistan. They
protested because the Taliban banned
women from going to university. A
video on social media shows the girls
yelling something before being
sprayed with a water cannon and
taking cover in an alley. 
    One of the protestants said that the
Taliban beat them with tree branches
when the protest started in Tariqi
Park. Other Muslim countries, like
Qatar and the UAE, condemned the
ban. An official from the Taliban said
it would be necessary to stop mixed-
gender groups and because some of
the subjects ‘violated the teachings of
Islam.’

Original Art: Jordyn Stevens 

Women Education

Summarized from: 
euronews.com

Summarized from: 
ndtv.com
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RMS: END OF YEAR EVENTSRMS: END OF YEAR EVENTSRMS: END OF YEAR EVENTS
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2022: A YEAR IN REVIEW2022: A YEAR IN REVIEW2022: A YEAR IN REVIEW

Anderson Cooper and Andy Cohen were
back to cover the live CNN New Years
Eve event in New York City.

On January 16, 2022, we celebrated the
man who changed American history for
the better, Martin Luther King Jr. This
holiday was created to appreciate his
hard work and activism.

Black history month is to honor the
contributions of African Americans
across United States history. Some
activists include: Martin Luther King Jr.
(MLK JR), Malcolm X, Harriet Tubman,
and Rosa Parks.

The 2022 Winter Olympics kicked off on
February 4, and went until February 20.
It was held in Beijing, China.

The Oscars is one of the year's most
watched and celebrated events. Lots
of people talked about it for days
after, but the 2022 Oscars were
different. Chris Rock called out Will
Smith’s wife, Jada, on her alopecia,
which led to Will storming on stage
and slapping Chris in the face.

The Coachella Festival came back after
COVID making many hits on TikTok,
Snapchat, Instagram, and Twitter.
Taco Bell is running out of Mexican
Pizza. The food item had been
removed from the menu in November
2020 in an effort to create a simpler
menu. The pizza was brought back in
May 2022, and has been selling out
across the country. It sold out, and
Taco Bell says that they plan to bring it
back in the fall.On June 24, the Supreme Court

overturned Roe v. Wade ruling. The
original ruling came in 1973. 
In May, the first part of “Stranger
Things” season 4 was released. It was a
smash hit with many fans everywhere.
In July, part 2 of season 4 was released.
Set in the 1980s, the paranormal
mystery show is a hugely popular show.
The fourth season is said to be the best
yet.

The James Webb Space Telescope is
the world’s most powerful and
complex space science telescope. It
has captured new images of Jupiter,
which will give scientists more
information about Jupiter’s inner life. It
will be exciting to see what Webb will
do next.
On September 8, 2022 the Queen of
England, Queen Elizabeth II, died. She
had last been photographed with
Britain's new prime minister Liz Truss. 

Taylor Swift had just released her tenth
studio album, “Midnights.” She had sold 6
million albums in eight weeks. According
to Music Mayhem, it had also become “the
eleven-time Grammy winner’s fastest-
selling album of her career.”
On November 16, 2022, NASA launched
the Artemis I. It is a continuation of the
Apollo missions that were started over a
decade ago. NASA is now planning to
launch Artemis III in 2025, so it can be the
first rocket to ever reach the southern
hemisphere of the moon.

In December the World Cup took place
in Qatar. Argentina won against
France. The final was 4-2. 

Page by: Amelia Vodala, Gauryanshi
Saini, Gabrielle Valentino
Staff Writer
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